Country: Nigeria

VOICE OF M % é"MAPwEY

——INITIATIVE—
v gk icaion § equly

ADVOCALY BRIEF:

A CALL FOR URGENT DOMESTICATION
AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
NIGERIA DISABILITY RIGHTS LAW ACT
IN EBONYI STATE, ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE EBONYI STATE AGENCY FOR
PERSONS WITH DISABILITY AND
ADVANCEING MENT OF DISABILITY-
INCLUSIVE SRHR SERVICES

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY BE~g

This brief contains key policy advisory advocates for
urgentthe attention of the Ebonyi State Government
which aligns its overarching objectives to build an
inclusive society for all citizens including Persons
with Disability (PWDs). The brief identifies three
urgent issues that will help the Government deliver
on the expected goals: Firstly, domestication and/or
implementation of the Nigeria Disability Rights Act
Law in Ebonyi State, Secondly the establishment of

Prepared by: Voice of Disability Initiative (VDI)
Date: July 2025

U
g . i L\.li:l::lbﬂlm‘ [} Uil L]
'-mL m;mrz-wr
)y
iy llilhlll'l{lll vag .
A,

flon I

regulatory framework for Disability Rights via the
Ebonyi State Rights Commission. Additionally,
advancing an inclusive Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights (SRHR) services within the
healthcare delivery system, especially free access to
contraceptive pills, cervical cancer screening, and
HIV/STls services for women and girls with
disabilities. Despite legal and policy milestones,
including Nigeria's ratification of the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and the
passage of relevant state and federal laws,
significant barriers persist in ensuring equitable
access to SRHR for PWDs, particularly women and
girls.

Persons with disabilities (PWDs), especially women
and girls, face higher risks of gender-based violence,
poorer health outcomes, and limited access to
sexual and reproductive health information and
services. Acknowledging that Ebonyi State has made
progress in health reforms, persons with disabilities
(PWDs) particularly women and girls remain
excluded from access to SRHR services, face
heightened risk of gender-based violence, and
experience systemic neglect within the healthcare
delivery system and lack legal protections. This brief
highlights urgency of policy actions, real-life
experiences, and evidence-backed data to guide
stakeholders engagement for equitable health and

BACKGROLND =

The National Commission for Persons with
Disabilities in 2023 estimate indicates that Nigeria is
home to an estimate of over 350 million persons
with disabilities (PWDS) in Nigeria and this
represents about 15% of the country's 237 million
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Partnership Support: Civil society organiszations,
including VDI, are ready to offer technical support for
drafting relevant legislation, building stakeholder
consensus and enhancing public awareness on disability
inclusion. Post-establishment, these groups can support
capacity development for agency staff and implement
joint programs.

CALL TO ACTION VOICE OF DISABILITY INITIATIVE (VDI)
STRONGLY CALLS FOR:

Voice of Disability Initiative (VDI) calls on the Ebonyi State

Government, and all stakeholders to:

e Urgently pass and implement the Ebonyi State
Disability Rights Law.

e Prioritisze free inclusive SRHR services for women
and girls with disabilities in health facilities across
the state.

e Establish the Ebonyi State Disability Rights
Commission with real funding, data management,
and enforcement power.

e (Create a state legacy of inclusion, justice, and
dignity for all citizens.

Further Information

Voice of Disability Initiative
@ www.voiceofdisability.org
Select References (inline citations only)

Nigeria National Policy on SRHR for Persons with Disabilities

DRAC Research Brief on SRHR Knowledge and Utilization

The Guardian (VDI advocacy in Kwara State)
KWHA Bill Tracker

Hivos: Empowering Nigerian Women with Disabilities

World Bank: Disability Inclusion in Nigeria

Inclusive Futures: SRHR and Family Planning

SCAN ME

VOICE OF DISABILITY

——INITIATIVE—
we speak inclusion & equity

Address:

Suite 28-32, Ground Floor,

Enugu State Liaison Complex

81 Ralph Shodeinde Street, C.B.D. Abuja.

info@voiceofdisability.org

+234 803 686 6444

: www.voiceofdisability.org

Facebook: Voice of Disability Initiative
Instagram: voice_disabilityinitiative
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“Disability inclusion is not a favor, but a fundamental right.
The time to act for a truly inclusive Kwara is now.”
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